
We would appreciate your input to the Monthly Newsletter, if you have pictures, golfing news, personal òmile stonesó suggestions or any  
other interesting editorials please send them to fraserl@gud.co.za or bluffgc@iafrica.com  for inclusion. 
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Since taking office the situation reminds 
me of the cowboy film ñThe Good The 
Bad and The Uglyò. 

 

ñThe Goodò ï Our league sides excelled and 
made the newspapers on a number of 
occasions.  Rumour says that we are getting a 
resident Professional.  Your committee 
members are hard at work and the Club 
Manager is making an impact on the 
administration side. 

 

ñThe Badò ï We have inherited a mess and we 
are faced with a situation that will take some 
time to sort out, so be patient. 

 

ñThe Uglyò ï Economically there is no money 
about, which aggravates the situation, difficult 
to get rid of debt when we are in a recession. 

 

Back on the ñGood Sideò ï we have many 
members that are committed to the Club which 
makes targets achievable, for this I thank you 
and look forward to your continued support. 

 

Darryl Ribbink 

Club Captain. 

    News Flash 

     ñBluff 100 Clubò 
 

The Bluff Golf 100 Club is a private lottery 

open to all members and friends of the Bluff Golf Club.  You 
do not have to be a member of the Golf Club, anyone over the 

age of 18 can join. 

A Draw will be held each month after  

the Monthly Mug prize-giving. 

There will be three cash prizes monthly comprising  

35% of the monthly fund income and a  

fourth prize of free rounds of golf. 

The remaining 65% of the fund will be specifically utilized for 
improvements to the Bluff Golf Club facilities. 

 

Remember you have to be 

ñIn itñ to ñWin it ñ 
 

to purchase your number @ R100.00/ month. 

contact John (073 371 6248) or Darryl (082 321 6505).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edition 2 - October 2009 

 

Bluff National Park Golf Club 

 

 

JULY WINNER 

1
st
 Prize R 750.00 - Cheryl Flutter  

Cheryl kindly donated her winnings back to the 

club, thank you Cheryl you are a star. 
 

AUGUST WINNER 

1
st
 Prize R 780.00 Dean Stopworth 

SEPTEMBER WINNER 

1
st
 Prize R 800.00 Dave Kendal 

OCTOBER WINNER 

1
ST

 Prize R 800.00 Andre Hendricks 

ñSeventy percent of success 
in life is showing upò 

 
Woody Allen 

 
 

This beautiful picture of our course  
photographed by Peter Lemos 
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John Kippin  
Chairman ð Cell 0836287694  
 
Fossils are a section of the Bluff National Park 
Golf Club for Senior Members only.  We play 
early (approximately 6.30 am) on a pre-selected 
Friday. 
 
To be eligible you must be over 50 years of age, 
a current B.N.P.G. Club Member with an 
official handicap, male or female. 
 
Cost will be the normal green fees plus R 15.00 
competition fee, this fee includes prize-giving, 
nearest the pin on all par 3õs,+ nearest for 2 on 
the 5th. 
 
We also have a meat and whisky raffle each 
month, plus a year end function.  
 
We display a name list for those wishing to 
play each month on the Fossils Notice Board in 
the Gents change room (also the Ladies change 
room) as we do a draw.  (Draw deadline: 
Monday before the game). 
 
Any Golfer who qualifies will be most 
welcome. 
 
Our Fixtures for the next 3 months are: 
 
October 16th - Individual Stableford  
November  
December  
 
Full Schedule available on request. 
 

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP  

 

 

 

 

The club has weathered a bad storm over the past couple 

of months after the postponement of our Annual General 

Meeting due to irregularities being uncovered during the 

financial audit process. The immediate suspension and 

subsequent resignation of the Club Manager was a shock 

and a major concern to members.  I can however advise 

that the appointment of a highly capable manager John 

van der Spuy, has ensured that the daily operations and 

well being of the Club have not been compromised, in 

fact members have commented ñthings have not been this 

well run around here for a long timeò.   
 

Incidents such as this once again highlight the need for 

good corporate governance and transparency.  Members 

should be secure in the knowledge that they are entitled 

to question any anomalies they may become aware of 

and also expect a suitable enquiry and feedback to be 

performed - in fact I would go so far as to say it is their 

duty to report to the Executive any concerns that they 

may have.  It is in the best interest of all stakeholders to 

quash any malpractice that could be detrimental to the 

Members and the business of running Bluff National 

Park Golf Club. It is however also in the interest of all to 

offer positive input and feedback when times are good. 
 

The Committee that were voted in at the recent A.G.M 

are going to need all the assistance they can get from us 

the members through our support, input,  and 

encouragement to ensure that the ñGolfing Experienceò 

we pay to enjoy is an experience which is pleasurable 

and gratifying!   

The Editor 

 
Your letters and comments would be most 

welcome, please send your contributions to 

Fraserl@gud.co.za. 

 

Miss South Africa  at a function 

at Bluff N.P.G Club  

mailto:Fraserl@gud.co.za
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The Bluff Ladies Open 

Charity Golf Day held on  

Thursday 11 th  June 2009 w as 

a resounding success. We 

had 52 lady golfers in the 

field, not as many as we had 

hoped for but judging by the 

fields at other clubs Ladies 

Open days we had a good 

turnout so we can be pleased.   

The Bluff Ladies Open 

Charity Day has the proud 

reputation  of being the best 

Open Day on the Coast and 

we were determined that 

despite the tough economic 

climate this reputation was 

not going to be sullied.  The better ball format meant 

we needed 26 sets of prizes to ensure that everyone 

that played received a pr ize and in this day and age 

this is not an easy feat ð the usual handful of faithful 

lady members and my wonderful committee once 

again came to the party and I  would like to thank 

them sincerely for their support and assistance with 

prizes, goodies for our  raffle hampers and for 

arranging 4 -ballõs.  And I am pleased to report that in 

the end we managed and the prize table looked 

fantastic.   

Of course the day would also never be a success 

without sponsors and this year we were lucky enough 

to received sponsorship in the form of prizes from the 

following companies, we thank them and request 

members to reciprocate by support ing  them whe never 

possible:-  

ü Alf Ho pf 

ü Bluff Lady Members  

ü Bluff Golf Club  

ü Croxley  

ü David Graham  

ü Dudley & Sons  

ü G.U.D Holdings (Pty) Ltd  

ü Jockey 

ü MTN  

ü Roan Systems 

ü Strauss Daly  

ü The Pro Shop 

ü Tong Lock  

ü Varsity Driving Range  

ü Waxies Restaurant  

 

 

 

After the game the Ladies congregated in the lounge 

which looked lovely decorated in an ethnic style. 

Everyone partook of our famous light lunch of Home 

made soup, fresh crusty bread followed by 

mouthwatering desserts made and donated by our 

lady members.  Once again the compliments about our 

lovely course and great hospitality never stopped.  The 

Bluff Ladies Section and Bluff National Park Golf 

Course can be proud of our efforts, well done and 

thank you again to everyone for their assistance.  

 

The bottom line and of course major purpose of the day 

is that we were able to raise some funds and in the 

process were able to make a small difference to the 

Charity  of our choice.  This year the Ladies Section 

Committee decided to take the approach of òCharity 

Begins at Homeó. To this end we decided to donate the 

Charity Proceeds and a Food Hamper to Dawn Staats. 

Dawn is a retired Bluff National Park Employee and 

long standing Lady Member who has had the ill 

fortune of succumbing to Skin Cancer resulting in 

many painful and costly operations.  We hope that our 

small effort will let her know that she is dear to us and 

also make her life a little easier.  If any member is 

able to assist Dawn in anyway in their private 

capacities their help would be most appreciated, you 

may contact the club for more details.    We wish Dawn 

a speedy recovery.   

Lesley Robbertse  

LADY CAPTAIN  

__________________________________________________ 

 

Bluff National Park Golf Club  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 17th October 2009 
Competition ï Better ball Stableford 

 
Morning field ï R 30.00 comp fee 

includes a Boerewors roll and a Beer 

 
Afternoon field ï R 40.00 comp fee 

includes a Spit Braai & Salads 

 

TO BOOK YOUR TEE-OFF TIME 
PHONE ï 031 467 7448  
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HERITAGE DAY  

TOURNAMENT 
 

The tournaments committee organised a Competition to 

be played on Thursday 24th September, the Heritage 
Day public holiday.  It was decided to have a fun 
format for a change and Multiply  Stableford was 
chosen. Multiply Stableford FUN .. I can hear you 
gasp ï in your dreams.  Whilst i t did take a lot of 
energy initially to get players to put down their names 
ï eventually the field was filled and I do believe at the 
end of the day a lot of fun was had by all.   Everyone 
arrived at the club by 11.30 am for a 12.00 oôclock Shot 
Gun Start.  John Van der Spuy had worked hard 
obtaining some interesting goodies for a give-away bag 
each player received before they teed off, a touch that 
the players really appreciated.    

 

There was some confusion as to what the format was 
and we have learned a lesson here ï in future for these 
kinds of competition the starters table will be in or 
outside of the Pro Shop so that players will have the 
correct info first hand and the tournament conveners 
will be able to tell if all the players have checked in.  
There was a competition within the competition where 
each 4-ball was given a scary plastic insect which was 
to be passed from player to player as and when they 
had the misfortune of playing a shot into any water.  
The last person to take possession of the insect would 
be required to pay a R10.00 fine, thanks folks we made 
a quick R 180.00 ï funds which will be put to good use 
in the restoration of club facilities. 

 

A great day of golf, although somewhat taxing on 
friendships and marriages ended with a delicious spit 
braai and salads and prize giving.  With the help of 
our kind sponsors we were able to pay prizes down to 
éé place.  A roving auction company was present at 
prize giving to auctioned some pictures and wine, a 
portion of which was donated back to the club.   Thank 
you to everyone that bought something.   

 

The Tournaments Committee is doing their level best 
to organize interesting competitions and events at the 
club in an attempt to encourage members to 
participate, a great deal of hard work is put into these 
events so when there is a good response from members 
it all becomes worthwhile.  

 

We hope we will see many of you at the Green Keepers 
Revenge on Saturday the 17th October 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To advertise golfing items in this space or 
purchase items advertised contact the Editor on 

fraserl@gud.co.za  or on 082 705 4857 

 

LADIES IRONS 

Full set Adams Hybrid 

irons SW ï 5 iron 

R 2300.00 

 

ELECTRIC CART  

Hillbilly ï good condition / no 

battery R 2000.00 

 

MENS ï PING G10 

Brand new ï used once, all in a 

Ping golf bag. 

Driver,  

3/5 woods,  

Full set of irons  

R 9000.00 

Diana Van Der Merwe lady 
member wh o passed away on 12th  
September after a short battle with 
cancer.  Condolences to Dudley and 
family.  

Leon Fourie former 

member, husband 
of Sarie former 

Lady Captain.  
Passed away in 
Witbank on 6 th  

October after a long 

illness.  

mailto:fraserl@gud.co.za
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A powerful Drive 

towards Green é 
 

In recognition of our responsibility to the 
environment as well as the long term satisfaction 
and safety of our guests, the Bluff National Park 
Committee is proud  to have introduced our 
contribution towards the Fairways Eco -Program. A 
program which we have not officially prescribed to 
due to financial constraints, but have never the less 
decided to do not only to enhance our golf course 
but also to limit maintenanc e and in doing so to 
conserve the habitat of the bird life which has 
flourished since the program was introduced.  

 

The Allan Barnard designed course lends itself to 
an eco-friendly system blending perfectly with the 
natural environment of the valley, the u ltimate goal 
of the program is  to provide a management tool 
that is properly designed and implemented and 
keeps the facility compliant with ever changing 
environmental rules and regulations.  By officially 
staking our environmentally sensitive areas - the 
cry about lost balls and what the ruling is ð if you 
hit it into the long grass ð becomes simple in the 
terms of the rules of golf . 

 

The Bluff National Park Golf Course Environmental 
Management Program is developed against a set of 
principles which seek to  produce environmental 
excellence in golf course maintenance and facility. 
The golf course is committed to the following basic 
precepts which provide a foundation for the 
environmental principles of our Management 
Program: 

 

 To enhance local communities ecologically and 
economically. 

 To manage an environmentally responsible golf 
course that is economically viable. 

 To offer and protect habitat for wildlife and plant 
species. 

 To recognize the Bluff National Park golf course 
must be managed with consideration to the 
unique conditions of the ecosystem of which it is 
a part. 

 To use the natural resources efficiently. 

 

 

 To respect adjacent land use when, planning, 
constructing, maintaining and managing the 
golf course. 

 To create desirable playing conditions through 
practices that preserve environmental quality. 

 To support ongoing assessment and analysis to 
establish new and better ways to manage the golf 
course in harmony with the environment. 

 To document outstanding management practices 
to promote more widespread implementation of 
environmentally sound golf. 

 To educate golfers about the sound principles of 
environmental responsibility and to promote the 
understanding that an environmentally sound 
golf course is a quality golf course. 

 

What Golfers can do to help Golf ers!  

 

All over the world golfers are becoming more 
aware of environmentally friendly golf courses and 
they are dedicated to preserving the treasured links 
between the game and nature.  As a result, golf 
courses are now being developed, designed and 
managed more responsibly than ever before.  
However, individuals who play the game also have 
a responsibility to ensure that golf remains 
compatible with nature and that our course is well -
managed and in harmony with the environment.  

 

Golfers should: 

1. Recognize that the Bluff National Park Golf 
Course is a managed land area that compliments 
the natural environment. 

2. Respect designated environmentally sensitive 
areas within the course. 

3. Accept the natural limitations and variations of 
turf grass, plants growing under conditions that 
protect environmental resources (e.g. brown 
patches, thinning and loss of colour). 

4. Support Management decisions that protect or 
enhance the environment and encourage the 
development of environmental conservation 
plans. 

5. Support maintenance practices that protect 
wildlife and natural habitat. 

6. Encourage maintenance practices that promote 
the long-range health of turf and support 
environmental objectives. 
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7. Commit to long-range conservation efforts (e.g. 
efficient water use, Integrated Plant 
Management, etc.) on the golf course and at 
home. 

8. Educate others about the benefits of 
environmentally responsible golf course 
management. 

9. Support research and education programs that 
expand our understanding of the relationship 
between golf and the environment. 

10. Take pride in our environmentally responsible 
course and enjoy the wonderful game. 

 

Therefore when a ball is hit into and òlostó in a 
staked òEnvironmentally sensitive areaó on our 
course, please honor the principles and refrain from 
entering and searching, and encourage caddies and 
fellow players to do the same.   

 

One consolation, I believe, is that the older you 
become the less power you have to hit it so far and 
into the long grass, therefore less òlost ballsó. 

 

The Committee would like to thank you for 
supporting our drive towards an environmentally 
friendly golf course.  

 

by Your President, 

Lester Schoeman 

 

 

 

 

 

A recent study found 

the average golfer 

walks about 900 miles  

(1 448km) a year.  

 

another study found 

golfers drink, on 

average, 22 ga llons  

(83 litres) of alcohol a 

year.  

 

that means, on average, 

golfers get about 41 

miles to the  gallon.  

it kind of makes you 

proud!  

 

 

 

 

 

The 2009 Club 

Championships at Bluff 

National Park went off 

without a hitch we had 

outstanding weather and 

great competition.  

 

As is the tradition at the 

Club the gentlemen help 

out at the Ladies Champs 

and the Ladies assist at 

the Menõs Champs. 

 

LADIES CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS  
28th  February - 1st  March 2009  

Congratulations go to the winners  

Ladies Stroke Play Champion ð L.  Brown  

Ladies Senior Stroke Play  ð L. Schmidt  

Silver Division ð L. Brown  

Bronze Division ð D. Hough  

MENS CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS  
28th  March - 29th  March 2009  

Congratulations go to the winners  

Stroke Play Champion ð M. Magnussen  

A Division Winner ð M. Magn ussen 

B Division Winner ð R. Singh  

C Division Winner ð S. Hariparsad  

MENS SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 

RESULTS  

17th  May 2009  

Congratulations to the winner  

2009 Senior Champion - P. Lemos 

2009 MATCH PLAY CHAMPIONSHIP  

4th April ð 5th  April 2009  

Congratulations go to  the winners  

Ladies Match Play Winner ð C. Brasler  

Menõs Match Play A Div  ð G. van der Spuy  

Menõs Match Play B Div - W. van Rensburg  

Menõs Match Play C Div ð L. Branders  

 

Well done and well played ð congratulations.  

Club Champôs report back 

 

FUEL EFFICIENT  


